PROSPECT HILL PARK
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COMMUNITY MEETING #3 DECEMBER 12, 2017



Mayor’s Office of Strategic Planning & Community
Development:

e Luisa Oliveira, ASLA, Senior Planner for Landscape Design
« Sarah White, Preservation & Zoning Planner
e Somerville Historic Preservation Committee

Design Team:

Kyle Zick Landscape Architecture, Inc.
» Kyle Zick, ASLA, Principal-in-Charge
e Danielle Desilets, RLA, Project Manager

Structures North Consulting Engineers, Inc. - Structural engineers
Design Consultants, Inc. - Civil engineers
Sarkisian & Associates, Inc. - Irrigation consultant

Allied Consulting Engineering Services, Inc.- M/E/P engineers



. Review feedback from Community Meeting #2 and
on-line survey

. Discuss design alternatives for park components and
overall park

. Understand next steps



PROSPECT HILL PARK

COMMUNITY MEETING #2 & ONLINE SURVEY FEEDBACK

Feedback from meeting #2:
community
hill
ssue landscape IQNTS
people plantings

several «. slope

street tower . trees turf
walls......wooded



Survey feedback

e What is your favorite thing about the park?
« What activities have you participated in at PHP?

e Are there problems in the park that we should
be aware of?

e What are your most pressing concerns related to traffic
near Prospect Hill Park?

e Would you be in favor of up-lighting the tower with
different colored lights?



PROSPECT HILL PARK

SURVEY FEEDBACK

5.What activities have you participated in at PHP?

Enjoying the view
Enjoying sunrise/sunset
Playing on the lawn
Playing with children
Playing with pets
Learning about the site’s history
Walking/running through the park
Just relaxing, hanging out
Reading
Meeting other members of the community

Spontaneous group activities 17%

Sunbathing/picnicking/enjoying the breezes

Climbing or parkour

Playing in the wooded area

Other
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8.Are there problems in the park that we should
be aware of?

dogs . lIghting ..
safety steps ... trash
{rees



9. What are your most pressing concerns related

to traffic near Prospect Hill Park?

Drivers ignoring stop signs
Sidewalks in poor conditions

Lack of bicycle accomodations

Not enough crosswalks

Not enough street trees

Excessive cut-through traffic
Drivers speeding mid-block

Other
Not enough parking - 9%
Streets in poor conditions . 5%
Drivers side-swiping parked cars I 5%
Wrong-way driving I 3%

Crashes at intersections 1%
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summary

e Views, green space & site’s history are important to the park
e Safety improvements needed: lighting & stairs, especially

e Access to the park is a challenge

e Plantings are an important aspect of the park’s character
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PROSPECT HILL PARK
THE LAWN - OPTION #1

e Improves soil structure & health
e Adds irrigation system




PROSPECT HILL PARK
THE TOWER - OPTION #1

e Creates performance space
e Adds interpretive elements along




PROSPECT HILL PARK
THE OVERLOOK - OPTION #1

e Passive overlook with shade &
seating to enjoy views
e Retains existing trees




PROSPECT HILL PARK

THE TOWER & OBSERVATORY - OPTION #1
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PROSPECT HILL PARK
THE SLOPE - OPTION #1

e 1903-inspired planting
e Meadow-like planting




Meadow-like planting/turf alternatives



PROSPECT HILL PARK
THE WOODS - OPTION #1

e Removal of shed and non-historic walkway
« Restoration of woodland with herbaceous understory
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PROSPECT HILL PARK
THE LAWN - OPTION #2
e Improves soil structure & health

e Adds irrigation system
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PROSPECT HILL PARK
THE TOWER - OPTION #2

e Creates terraced seating
e Maintains existing central walkway




PROSPECT HILL PARK
THE OVERLOOK - OPTION #2

 Passive overlook with shade,
seating & interpretation

e Retains existing trees
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PROSPECT HILL PARK
THE SLOPE - OPTION #2

e Expands tree planting with orchard
e Introduces fine fescue planting




“No mow” fine fescues

Crabapple planting



PROSPECT HILL PARK
THE WOODS - OPTION #2

e Removal of non-historic walkway
« Restoration of woodland with herbaceous understory
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9. What are your most pressing concerns related

to traffic near Prospect Hill Park?

Drivers ignoring stop signs
Sidewalks in poor conditions

Lack of bicycle accommodations

Not enough crosswalks

Not enough street trees

Excessive cut-through traffic
Drivers speeding mid-block

Other
Not enough parking - 9%
Streets in poor conditions . 6%
Drivers side-swiping parked cars . 5%
Wrong-way driving I 3%

Crashes at intersections 1%
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PROSPECT HILL PARK

STREETSCAPE - OPTIONS
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PROSPECT HILL PARK

TRAFFIC CALMING

Pinchpoint

e Adds green space and narrows roadway,
cars aren’t parked nearby.

even when



Pinchpoint with crosswalk

e Provides a legal crossing location to access the park, while
also shortening the distance required to cross.

e May also provide opportunities to add green space.
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Curb extensions

e Shortens the distance required to cross at an intersection,
while also slowing down turning vehicles.

e May also provide opportunities to add green space.



PROSPECT HILL PARK

EXISTING SITE LIGHTING




PROSPECT HILL PARK
SITE LIGHTING - OPTION #1




PROSPECT HILL PARK
SITE LIGHTING - OPTION #2













= —‘_‘_) 4_;'\( Ll

’ __hh‘_-‘_‘_'"_“——-.______‘_____‘_‘h ) i _‘_\-\\‘ ‘/—-\
LTSN
et R -___-__‘-‘\ \

Woodland
whrestoration planting,
inc‘[Udiqgk aceous understory =

Shed & walk \\

removed; woodland
N restoration — 3
i &% ,% ::/’>.—4’__.-_:_ =g

s

e

\ . Slope w/low trees . ° .
. to frame views & *= . '

meadow-Llike planting

- .

v

e '(Noam,

stairs

—- —

Tower &
Observatory

o H llmfszllllﬂl/m% e /
w/ silhouettes on wall o ~hs !ﬂ!mul:muuur,‘ L

accessible sidewatk———

&%)\*FJ 7’,./

" Open Lawn

- \ Contingous tree law

30 60 0 :
Feet




Existing pathways
.maintained

e B B R TR T e
: Slope - @ @ @@ %%,
) w/ crab orchard & @ \@@ N
- fescue planting - @ @ @
7 NS

-.] " - Terrace open t BN “t
/ access wiguerdails | N

(-~ Woodland_— -~
/" ([ -W/ restQration ptanting” —/
| ‘ﬁmi e S

Open La-wn
L (down to shed)
verloo

w/ seatwalls

Interpretive area

w/ rectaimed Seating area :
granite & cobble w/ benches & I _1:55-3 =
seatwall 5 T ‘

Street trees in lawn/reclaimed granite block retaining lawn

15 30 60 0:
Feet




NOVEMBER 2017

« COMMUNITY MEETING #2
e SCHEMATIC DESIGN
e HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE

DECEMBER

e COMMUNITY MEETING #3
e HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
e DESIGN DEVELOPMENT

JANUARY 2018

e COMMUNITY MEETING #4
e HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
e CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTATION

FEBRUARY
MARCH
APRIL
MAY

e ADVERTISE FOR CONSTRUCTION BID

JUNE

e CONSTRUCTION MUST BEGIN JUNE 1,
LIKELY THROUGH SPRING 2019




contact:

Luisa Oliveira, Project Manager
LOliveira@somervillema.gov

(617) 625-6600, ext 2529

Project updates:

HTTPS://WWW.SOMERVILLEMA.GOV/PROSPECTHILLPARK



